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The Buildout Analysis: A Community Preservation Tool 


Massachusetts is enjoying great prosperity. Too frequently, however, this prosperity has come at a 
greater than necessary cost. Since 1950 Massachusetts has developed land at a rate six times that of 
population growth. While this pattern of development has fiscal and social implications, the Executive 
Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) is most acutely aware of the pressures that unplanned development 
imposes on the natural resources and community character of cities and towns throughout the 
Commonwealth. 


Under the leadership of Secretary Durand, EOEA has emphasized a number of important initiatives 
intended to address this concern. In addition to ongoing programs such as the Watershed Initiative and the 
Growth Planning Program, EOEA has placed additional importance on biological conservation and 
environmental education efforts and instituted a new program in “Community Preservation.” 


The Community Preservation Initiative is about preserving and enhancing the quality of life in 
Massachusetts community by community, watershed by watershed, by empowering cities and towns to 
preserve what is important to their individual character. One means of empowering communities is to 
provide them with resources that promote recognition of the fiscal, environmental, and social impacts of 
different development options. Through full understanding of the implications of land use decisions, 
communities can make informed choices regarding the legacy they leave for future generations. 


An important empowerment tool is the buildout analysis, which illustrates maximum development 
permitted as-of-right by current local zoning. Through the Community Preservation Initiative, buildout 
analyses are being completed for all Massachusetts communities; 200 will be finished by the end of June 
2000. Following the completion of each buildout analysis, EOEA will convene a meeting with 
representatives of the Department of Housing and Community Development and the Department of 
Economic Development, municipal officials, legislators, and citizens to discuss the results of the analysis 
and the problems and opportunities the analysis presents. EOEA intends these meetings to provide the basis 
for an ongoing dialogue and cooperative relationship between EOEA, municipalities, and the Legislature 
regarding land protection and community preservation. 


The following pages are some of the maps produced as part of a buildout analysis. Map 1 illustrates 
Zoning and Absolute Development Constraints, Map 2 depicts Developable Lands and Partial Constraints, 
and Map 3 presents Composite Development and Buildout Summary Statistics. EOEA is providing these 
analyses to every Massachusetts community because they can serve as the basis for changes in land use 
regulations. The analyses may also inspire each municipality to carefully evaluate whether current planning 
and zoning regulations achieve the municipality’s ultimate vision of itself as described in a master plan. 
Please contact Kurt Gaertner at (617) 626-1154 or John Hultgren at (617) 626-1153 to learn more about 
EOEA’s buildout analyses and to find out when a buildout analysis is scheduled for your community. 
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Code Zoning District y 


APT = Apartment 

COM BUS = Commorclal-Businese 
UMBUS = Limited Business 
LIMIND & Limited Industrial 
LIMOFF = Limited Office-Research 
MF-1 = =_- Multl-Famlly Rosldontlal 
MF-2 ~—= Neighborhood Business 
OFF-RES = Office Rosoarch 

RESA = ResidoncoA 

RES B-1 = Rosldonco Bt 

RES B-2 = Rosidence B2 

RuralA = RuraiA 

RURB = RuralB 
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| MAP 2 
vo DEVELOPABLE LANDS 
| AND PARTIAL CONSTRAINTS 
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MAP 3 
if 4 COMPOSITE DEVELOPMENT 


Samoury of Dalld Out tmpacts Totals 


d Rural Residential 3492 / 
Total Additional Residential Units 6.088 j j 
Tou! Additional Residential 16874 \ 
Additions! Commercial/Industrial Bluiklable Floor Arca (Sq) 28,549,292 f ) Town of Shrewsbury 
Total Adkitional Schoo! Children ot Qulld Out 304 i f 
Tots! Additional Woter Demand ot Ouild Out (GPD) 2,551,042 ' N 
Future Aduirional Residential Woter Demand at Build Out RIERA i 
Future Addtlonal Commercial and Infustriat Water Demand at Bulld Out 1,136,071 } - 
Slagle Parvly Residential 22425 
Aiklidonal Non Reeytable Solld Waste (tons) 17,693 
Additional Recyetable Solid Waste (tony) 412 


Aidtivional Roadway at Dutd Out (ales) 


} a o Jos 
_ 
Note: Numbers oro based on areas calculated including weUands. ) ' Soote Wesel rad 
(1) Assumes that number of lots is equal to number of units. Friday, July 23, 1989 


(2) Assurnes that all lols require a 100 fi Gontage. 
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Code Zoning District 

APT = Apartmont 

COM BUS = Commorclal-Businoss 
LIMBUS = Limited Business 
UMIND & Limitod Industrial 
LMOFF = Limited Office-Rosearch 
MF-1 == Multl-Family Residential 
MF-2 == Nolghborhood Business 
OFF-RES = Office Rosearch 
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